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As much as RV would like to get rid of the tub boats, 
they still seemed to be getting used, and some how 
always fit on the trailer. With only 4 entries in the 
Female D Pair, the event quickly became a first and 
final – much to the delight of those rowing the bath 
tubs down the course, I am sure! 
The girls managed a 3rd.The boys then made an 
appearance in the tub four which came across the line 
in 2nd place in the C Final. What a puddle from the 
bow seat! 

 
The Male B Grade Quad had a win in the A Final over 
Footscray and Yarra Yarra, despite the hangovers of 
some. The girls then competed in the D Grade Quad 
and came 3rd in the B Final. 
The procession of the Hawthorn doubles was a 
fabulous sight and such a great showing for the Junior 
members of the Club. Derek Fern and Rupe 
Horsburgh were the victors on the day, over Neil 
Courtney and Neil Cash.  

 
Shane Hyphen and Max Rowan combined for an A 
Grade double and followed Essendon, Footscray and 
Richmond across the line and came 4th in the final. 
Another two Hawthorn crews competed for the title of 
Male Masters Coxed 4. The Crew first across the line 
happened to be a Beagle crew, even though they gave 
the other crew 24 seconds. 
Jacqui and Linda combined for the Female B Double 
and came second to a very well known Footscray 
crew. 

Alison O’Connor was successful in the Masters Single, 
and Beagles, take note – she beat an Argo !! 
However, in a different division of the same category, I 
was not as lucky – but I was just happy staying dry – 
and I am sure that story is somewhere located in this 
edition!! But I was not disappointed for my very first 
race in the Single ! 
The Junior boys combined once again and made a 
very good showing in the A Final and came 3rd. 
The final event of the first day was the Mixed 8+ - 
which Hawthorn was the winner of the day, if only by a 
small margin – but a win is a win, and we do have the 
medals!! 
Sunday Sprints 
The next day was not as populated as the Saturday – 
and could largely attributed to the amount consumed 
on the Saturday and vast amounts of wine tasting in 
the region. 
The entries on the Sunday were the same as the 
Saturday with only a few scratchings ! So, here’s the 
highlights! The HRC Wins Included: 
• The Beagles combined for the Masters 8+ win. 
• Shane in the Male A Grade Single 
• Female Masters 4+ - Checked our equipment this 
time and managed a win ! 
• Male Masters 4+ - Beagles win, followed by the 
Hawthorn “H” Crew. 
• Male B Grade Coxless Pair 
• Female Masters Single – I recovered from the events 
of Saturday to record a win over the shorter distance, 
followed closely by Alison O’Connor. 
Special Mentions: 
The Beagles scheming… I mean strategizing over the 
events and trying to concentrate their efforts on the 
races that they could actually win – managed to 
scratch the C4 on the Saturday. Which was probably 
just as well – as thanks to the late changes of the RV 
rules in November, the Beagles found out on the 
Sunday that the grade actually called for a tub boat. 
Watching the Beagles coming down the course in a 
tub boat was rather entertaining. Thankfully it was the 
shorter distance! I wonder what year the Beagles last 
qualified for a tub boat? 
Rupe caught the eye of the locals and thanks to the 
Border Mail has become a household name as the 
oldest competitor! (See attached article or on the 
noticeboard at the club) 
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The Beagles actually recorded 4 wins for the course of 
the weekend! 

 
The coxless pair was an interesting race. The new 
gradings has the first entry in a coxless pair in B 
Grade, and therefore result in some entertaining 
viewing. As the Hawthorn Support Group watched and 
supported as Josh and Andy came across the line first 
– the call from the APSM senior member – “Oh No, 
Don’t take the scenic Route” – was a comment of 
despair which caused him to bow his head in his 
hands and walk away before the race had even 
finished!  
(Editor’s follow up note – APSM has reported that one 
of the rowers filled in at the last moment as the 
Captain who had been training in the pair was down 
with the flu … and who has ever said the coxless pair 
is the easiest boat to sub in?) 
The relaxed atmosphere of the Weekend…. Nothing 
more to say! 

 
Hawthorn Rowing Club had a very successful 
weekend with 15 wins over the course of the two days. 
Congratulations and Thanks to all the participants and 
supporters! 
Thanks for coming and making it such a successful 
weekend! 
Until Next time, Be Safe on the Water 

Fiona Hilbert  
PS… Our immediate past President, Dr Denis Burke 
has been a long time supporter of the infamous Ned 
Kelly. My history with Denis, goes back a long way! 
Needless to say the talk and support of Australian’s 
most famous criminal somehow led the car to a 
strange location, also known as Glenrowan, on the 
way back. It was a very educational and entertaining 
pit stop for us, So this picture is for you Denis ! 
That is a very big Ned Kelly !! 

 

 
UPCOMING REGATTAS 
Please register your interest to compete at any of 
these asap – entries may dictate whether we actually 
attend, however your HRC committee would like to see 
HRC race at these regattas.  
Sun 10 Feb Yarra Yarra Regatta  Melbourne, 800m 
Sat 16 Feb Melbourne Argonauts Regatta 
Footscray, 800m 
Sun 24 Feb  RV State Short Course Champs 
(A,B,C,D Grade  events)  Geelong, 1000m 
Thu 28 Feb Vic. SSSA Regatta (New regatta for 
Juniors Only) Geelong, 1000m 
Sat 15 Mar Henley on Maribyrong, Essendon 250m 
Sun 16 Mar Footscray Saltwater Regatta, 800m 
Sat 22 Mar Mildura Regatta 
Sun 23 Mar Wentworth Regatta 
Fri 16 – Sun 18 May Australian Masters 
Championships Nagambie 
Sat 7 – Mon 9 June Tri States Masters Regatta 
Wentworth 
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SO YOU WANT TO ENTER A 
REGATTA BUT DON’T HOW? 

Nothing could be easier. There are two people you can 
contact: The secretary or the Vice Captain. With the 
web based RV entry system these are the only two 
who can log into the system and place the entry. HRC 
has determined from regular experience that the 
membership entries need to be given to either Andrew 
or Fiona no later than the Wednesday before the 
advertised closing date. If there is a hiccup in the 
process of placing the entry we still get two business 
days to get the issue resolved. If we are notified on the 
Sunday morning of the offical closing time and there is 
a problem, you might not get to race. In addition to this 
the entries will need to be collected by the stroke of the 
crew and placed in an envelope with the crew 
members names in the tin behind the bar, also no later 
than the Wednesday before the official close of entries. 
Don't forget your subs - you will only be able to 
compete if you are a financial member! If you have not 
raced before (or not in the last  4 years), you will also 
have to supply a photocopy of your drivers licence, 
birth certificate or passport. All other competitors also 
need to supply this asap, but it is not as critical. Be 
sure to do this early. 
Happy Training!!  
 V. Captain - Fiona Hilbert - 0414 909 730 
 Club Secretary - Andrew Carson - (H) 9819 3243 
 Junior Squad Coach - Simon Spriggs - 0405 314 

870 
 Captain - Josh Cannane - 0416 129 194 

 

URGENT REQUEST FOR 
ASSISTANCE 
The club seeks your assistance in a number of 
different ways. We hope you can help in at least one of 
the following: 

 URGENT request for volunteers to help coach 
new members, the juniors and those wishing to 
improve their rowing who have just finished a 
learn to row program.  Please contact Heidi 
Winnen - 9824 1025 or Andrew Carson - BH 9038 
4640.  Advantage, but not essential, to have 
motor boat licence, and if you do have one please 
let us know. 
Like HOY, we need as many of you as possible to 
chip in here as it will mean a difference to the 
future of our club. 

 Notice to all competing members, those thinking 
of competing, and parents of competing students.  

We need your help.  As part of any competition 
day our club is required to provide a volunteer 
Boat Race Official.  In instances where the club 
fails to provide a BRO we are fined on the first 
occasion and disqualified from future competition 
as a club on the next occasion. 
In order to do this you need to have completed an 
assessment on-line.  The assessment is 
conducted in 4 sections with 5 multiple choice 
questions to be answered at the end of each 
section.  You can have a crack at it as many times 
as you need to achieve a pass.  You don't have to 
be a competitor to complete the assessment 
friends, family and partners of competitors are 
also encouraged to complete the assessment on-
line to help out on the day.  The web address for 
this assessment is -  
http://www.rowingvictoria.asn.au/html/s02_article/
default.asp?nav_top_id=72&nav_cat_id=349  

 Another way you can help out the club is advise 
us if you have a vehicle suited to towing a 
boat trailer.  The more people we know about 
whom are able to help with the task the less we 
have to rely on single individuals, and in some 
cases the financial burden of renting a vehicle to 
tow the trailer.  You don't have to be a master at 
towing and manoeuvring a trailer, just happy to 
have a competent club member either driving for 
you or sitting beside you coaching.  Please let us 
know by contacting the secretary, Andrew Carson 
via email hrc@hawthornrowingclub.com or during 
business hours on 9038 4640. 

 Help with Social Events.  The Social Committee 
want to hear from any junior or senior club  
members or parents who would like to be involved 
in running social  events at HRC.  We are open to 
fresh ideas!  Please call or email  Heidi Winnen on 
9824 1025 or setco@ozemail.com.au. 

 Assistance is still sought to oversee the HOTY 
Heroes Awards – in effect acknowledging those 
who have competed many, many times in Head of 
the Yarra. An application form has been created, 
and basically you will be required to manage all 
applications. If you are interested please contact 
Tanya Newman (9819 3243). NO ATTENDANCE 
AT MEETINGS REQUIRED!! 

… AND A THANK YOU 
Australian Sports Foundation (ASF) – HRC 
ROWING EQUIPMENT Project:  This project fund has 
now closed. Thank you to all members who have 
generously donated to this fund over the past three 
years. Your donations have been greatly appreciated 
and allowed in part for the more recent new boat and 
oar purchases. 
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REMINDERS / ALERTS 
Here’s yet another reminder to ensure ALL club 
members are aware of the following. 
• BOAT USAGE / BOOKING BOATS: Members 

are reminded to book the boats they intend to train 
in on the whiteboards at the bottom of the stairs. 
And before taking a boat out, ensure it is not 
already booked!  

• BOAT CARE: Care of club equipment needs to 
be exercised at all times – ensure boats are 
washed (on the inside and the outside) after use. 

• BOAT LIGHTS: It is YOUR responsibility to have 
a set of lights of your own. Between dusk and 
dawn you need BOTH a WHITE FLASHING 
LIGHT on your stern and a WHITE (non-flashing) 
LIGHT on your bow. Lights are to be attached 
to the ends of the boat - not to rowers / 
coxswain. If you don’t have lights and you’re 
planning on being out on the water anytime 
between dusk and dawn – DON’T GO OUT. 

• IF A BOAT IS DAMAGED: Boat damage can be 
reported online, www. hawthornrowingclub.com 
/onlinemaintenance.html or by filling in a hard copy 
form upstairs beside the cupboard under the TV. 
Completed forms can be pinned to the 
noticeboard closest (which includes Merchandise). 
PLEASE NOTE: When a boat is tagged as 
damaged it is not to be rowed, even if it looks 
like it could be.   

• TIDE TIP: Check out this website to plan when 
you train! In the first field - select 'Melbourne 
(Williamstown)' then select the date you want; 
click 'submit'. In dropdown menu on next page 
click on 'River Yarra - Hawthorn' - and it tells you 
to add 25 mins to the times in the table (it does 
not change the table). 
http://www.bom.gov.au/oceanography/tides/MAPS
/melbourne.shtml 

• ROWING SAFELY INCLUDING WHAT TO DO IN 
THE EVENT OF CAPSIZING: RV has two safety 
documents that all club members should be 
familiar with: The Row Safe brochure provides 
general tips on safe rowing; The Capsize Manual 
provides a guide to management strategies for 
helping your crew recover from capsize. These 
documents can also be viewed and downloaded 
from the RV website www.rowingvictoria.asn.au  

• FOOTWEAR: Please note footwear is strongly 
recommended for all rowers - not only do you 
not want any cuts on your feet getting infected 
from the Yarra water, but syringes have been 
found washed up on the jetty.  

• HELP KEEP JETTY SAFE: There are brooms 
downstairs in the clubhouse for brushing down the 
landing. You may like to make use of these while 
waiting for your crew to turn up – it certainly 
warms you up ready for a row, and helps prevent 
you from slipping when putting the boat in or out 
of the water. 

YARRA RIVER CLOSURES & EVENTS  

DATE TIME EVENT DESCRIPTION WATERWAY STATUS LOCATION 
FEBRUARY     
Friday 1st 4pm – 8pm Melbourne Outgames 

Rowing Regatta  
OPEN RIVER – Flag 
System 

Swan Street Bridge to Judges Box  
 

Saturday 23rd  Various (from 
11am – 4pm) 

Australian Henley Regatta  CLOSED RIVER Cremorne Rail bridge to Princes 
Bridge  

Thurs 28th – Fri 29th  Various Moomba Waterfest CLOSED RIVER Swan Street the VRA Landing 
MARCH     
Mon 3rd – Tues 4th Various Moomba Waterfest  

 
CLOSED RIVER Swan Street to VRA Landing  

 
Wed 5th to Mon 10th  Various Moomba Waterfest  CLOSED RIVER Morrell Bridge to VRA Landing  

 

PERSONAL FLOTATION 
DEVICES UPDATE 
RV has no further update on PFD’s to report at this 
stage.

HEAD OF THE YARRA 2008 
Ensure this year’s date is in your diary! Saturday 22nd 
November  2008 TBC and approved by Parks Victoria 
and Rowing Victoria. The 2008 event will be the 50th 
staging of the event so be prepared for some special 
activities. 
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ALISONISM’S 
 Be warned of sabotage at regattas! At Bendigo 

Pat Freeland-Small was trying ever so hard to 
convince the Beagles that the seat went on 
around the opposite way to the conventionally and 
globally accepted way. The sad part was he 
thought he was right: boy, did the Beagles enjoy 
that! 

 Fiona Hilbert  and Alison O’Connor were each 
anxious about racing at Rutherglen in the Masters 
singles. Outlined below is a bit of a for and against 
comparison based on their experience thus far, as 
prepared by Tanya Newman: 
Al: has fallen in during race - that counts as 
experience 
Fi: hasn't fallen in while racing. Has voluntarily 
jumped in from scull - counts as some experience, 
however on impact don't have time to get feet out, 
take a breath and .... 
Al: Has not broken an oar which doesn't 
necessarily mean you're not rowing hard. 
Fi: Has broken an oar, and on a start. Shows 
some determination and strength in first handful of 
strokes... but what about the rest of the race? 
Al: Has raced single scull - knows she can or can't 
steer (! - I'll let you decide) 
Fi - hasn't raced single before.  
Al: Has not been training as much 
Fi: Has been training, cross training in fact - 
maybe this will count as over training and wear 
her out (!) 
Al: More youthful age can help (Masters A grade), 
although admittedly not usually in a Masters race 
Fi: Older age is on your side –(Masters B grade) 
giving you a head start over Alison. 
So who won? Fiona on Sunday. Congratulations. 

 Beagle A buys a slab of VB cans on Friday night 
before Rutherglen. Beagles B and C are about to 
go to pub to buy beer. Beagle B suggests to 
Beagle C that it would be sensible to share Beagle 
A's slab and throw him a few dollars.  
So Beagles B and C abandon plans to go to bottle 
shop and approach Beagle A with the brilliant 
idea. 
"No bloody way" says Beagle A. "They're mine 
and they're all for me!" 
Beagles B and C are puzzled - 24 cans of VB for 
the regatta weekend? 
True story. You just have to work out who Beagles 
A, B and C were! Hint - Beagle A also won 4 races 
for the weekend - not a bad effort. 

 Day of Beagle controversy at Rutherglen on 
Sunday. Beagles show up for C4 heat. But there 
are no opponents. They are too scared to race the 
Beagles. So we have a row over for the heat. 
Beagles win Masters 8 by a mile. But umpire 
Robin Murphy orders a rerow because Argonauts 
protest about APSM taking their course. Both 
these crews never got anywhere near the 
Beagles. The Beagles win the re-row by a huge 
margin again.  
Beagles then take the water for the C4 final. When 
on the water, they are told they cannot row in a 
racing boat. Beagles have to jump out of the 
Civeskis and hijack a Footscray City training boat 
coming in. Beagles race another HRC masters 4 
in MM4 final. Result is given to non Beagle crew 
by 1 tenth of a metre. 5 minutes later the result is 
reversed in favour of the Beagles. 
Every race a drama - the Beagles just cannot stay 
out of trouble! 
 

HENLEY REGATTA 1934 
A patient gave Dr Denis Bourke a Henley Regatta 
program from 1934 – the patient’s late father was a 
competitor for Richmond RC. 
Interesting to see Hawthorn entries for the regatta  
Maiden  Four: 21 crews entered 
Maiden Eight: 20 crews entered (different rowers to 
those in the fours) 
Grand Challenge Cup for senior eights: 12 crews 
entered 
Elswick Cup for Junior Fours: 9 crews entered 
Names of HRC rowers which might mean something to 
older members: Alan Bamford, Laurie Malkin and 
Jack Coghlan 
Steering a Shepparton crew in Maiden Fours was 
Lloyd Cosgrove 
Translating to 2007, HRC was entering crews in 
equivalent of  present categories A ,B and C. 
Obviously club racing was quite different in 1934 as 
state reps were chosen from clubs – there was no 
elites such as at VIS or AIS. Hopefully our junior 
development will see us entering higher grade races 
once more 
Denis Bourke 
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ROWING MAGOZINE 
If The Bulletin has succumbed to the power of the 
internet on depleting magazine sales, then it is not so 
surprising that a magazine about our sport too has 
folded.  

GOSSIP & MEMBERS NEWS 
Weddings, weddings, weddings! 

 On the 27th October 2007 Kylie Tuohey and 
Andrew O’Halloran where married at Xavier 
College Chapel.  The ceremony was followed by 
the reception in the Conservatory at the pump 
house hotel in Fitzroy.  Kylie and Andrew then 
jetted off to Ireland for a romantic castle hopping 
visit to Ireland  

 
Natasha Noy, Briana Farr, Bridget Tuohey (Maid of 

Honour), Kylie Tuohey (Bride), Andrew O’Halloran (Groom), 
Thomas O’Halloran (Best Man), Daniel O’Halloran, and 

Josh Cannane. 

 
Kylie & Andrew at Guinness Brewery in St James’s Gate 

Dublin 

 
Kilkea Castle – First nights accommodation out of Dublin. 
 Postscript to Jim Boston’s wedding in Botswana 

– the bit we weren’t originally told is that it was to 

be a secret to other family and friends!!! His sister 
Fran, living over there was charged with 
organizing it all! Here’s a selection of Fran’s 
account of her nerves at work! 
Early in the year my brother Jim sent me an e-mail 
about his forthcoming trip to Botswana some time 
in October. A little PS was added asking: "Can 
you keep a secret?" 
"Maree and I would like to get married in Sefhare 
during our visit in October.  We do not want family 
to know until we return to Australia." Jim went on 
to add I could tell people in Botswana, I could 
invite the village folk and there would be four 
people coming: Jim, Maree, Denis and Susie.  I 
felt a bit weak in the knees as I thought about the 
prospect…to be married in Sefhare Church and 
their visit was going to be barely 2 1/2 days!! 
Could I cope with the logistics of an African 
Wedding?  It would indeed be a challenge.  I 
accepted. 
The wedding would be the first in our little church. 
First I had to explain that my brother was 70 and 
Maree not far behind. Both had been married 
before and had children who were all adults. Both 
their spouses were deceased. 
Preparations went well, and the time came for 
event to take place! Maree emerged in her bridal 
dress: a soft lime colour in a modern fabric, simple 
straight line & short in length. She looked radiant 
and ready to enjoy the day. Jim wore a reefer 
jacket and grey trousers also happy and at peace. 
As the church is 2 kms away we drove up in 
convoy with people waving along the route. By 
then the entire congregation had gathered outside 
the church to greet the bridal party. Beside the 
locals there were visitors from Gaborone, 
Mahalapye, Palapye, Shoshong and Serowe.  The 
group from Mahalapye had hired a microbus to 
bring the group. They were dressed in traditional 
German print cloth outfits and wearing bridal 
shawls. As there was also the choir they gathered 
around the bride and groom to lead them into the 
church. 
Words cannot do justice to try and capture the 
atmosphere of joy and celebration and total 
participation in the Mass and marriage ceremony. 
There was a mixture of nationalities, cultures and 
different levels of society yet all were caught up in 
the spirit of togetherness and elation as we sang 
and danced and celebrated this unique marriage 
of Maree and Jim. Sylvester was the perfect 
leader for such an occasion. Though the 
ceremony took nearly two hours it seemed no 
more than one. 
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They had bee touched by Africa. Few visitors 
would have the fortune to experience such an 
event.  When the plane lifted off the runway I 
headed back to my truck wondering was it all a 
DREAM?  Now 10 days later a call from Australia 
to tell me the news had broken…the secret of the 
WEDDING OUT OF AFRICA. 

 
 Marcus Presser and Cherie Dickenson were 

married at Lancefield on Saturday 15th December. 
Their honeymoon was to Singapore and Thailand 
where they had a fabulous time lapping up the 
culture in a variety of ways including tigers, hill 
tribes, and beach. 

 
HRC MEMBER PROFILE: 
Meet our new Club Treasurer -  
Jim Breen 
Favourite food: Osso buco (since I seem to order it 
whenever it's on the menu) 
Hobbies / Interests: Reading, travel, lexicography, 
Japanese, music, films 
Current Profession: Retired, but still doing the 
academic paper & conference circuit. Worked in IT & 
telecommunications. 15 years in govt & industry, 3 
years as a consultant, and 18 years as an academic 
(Chisholm IT and Monash.) 
Member of HRC since: 2003 
What made you join HRC &/or take up rowing: Was 
looking for a good form of post-retirement exercise. 
Found going to a gym was boring - I only liked the 
ergo! Then one day I saw the HRC shed, and the 
penny dropped. Heidi steered me into the practical part 

of the beginner's group (Josh Cannane and Andrew 
O'Halloran were in it then too). 
Previous club membership: Coxed / rowed for 3 
years at Melbourne High in the early 60s. Even rowed 
in a couple of beginners crews at Melbourne RC. 
Rowing Status: Masters Novice Scull and Sweep (I 
bought Shane O’C’s second scull) 
Current Crew: The old guys on Wed/Sat. Scull 
occasionally on Sundays. 
Your relationship to the Beagles: The Beagles & I 
lead parallel existences, so by definition we'll only 
meet at infinity.  
Rowing Goal: Maintain fitness; maybe even learn to 
row properly. 
Highlight of rowing: Possibly the first time I rowed in 
a quad. Quite a thrill. 
Lowlight of rowing: Quite a few rows in the bow seat 
of the City of B. I always get a sore backside. 
Funniest rowing moment: Can think of a few, but I 
don't want to display too much Schadenfreude so I'll 
save them for relating over a drink. 
Worst rowing moment: The time I embedded my 
scull in a fallen tree in the straight above the A-frame. 
It was a cold evening in July, and I had to go 
overboard to extricate it, then tow it to the bank. Not 
very happy. 

 
Last July in a hilltop restaurant overlooking Menton in the 

south of France. (We're about to have Civet de Lapin.) 
 
A note from the editor: If you wish to offer 
information, suggestions or any other comments to be 
included in, or about the BBB please email 
hrc@hawthornrowingclub.com   
 






